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On the 14th June, the whole of this plain was one sheet
of crops, rye and wheat.

Open as the plain generally was, there was one feature in
it the supreme importance of which was at once recognised
by Napoleon. Eising west of Posthenen, a small stream,
known as the Millstream, flowing through the village, thence
takes a course direct for Friedland. It divides the plain into
two portions, the greater extending northwards to the
Damerau wood, the lesser southwards to that of Sortlack.
In its passage from in front of Posthenen till it reaches the
outskirts of Friedland, the brook flow^ between steep banks,
and, though narrow, is a serious military obstacle, entirely
obstructing the free passage of troops. At Friedland, it
expands into a semicircular pond, covering the greater part
of the north side of the town. On the south side is the Alle,
flowing at this point from west to east, and then turning
north after passing the town. Friedland is thus built at the
end of a peninsula, of which the north and south sides,
respectively, are closed by the Millstream and by the Alle.

On the opposite bank of the Alle there is a plain similar
to that OE the left bank, backed by a great wood on the Allen-
burg road, The large village of Allenau stands back from the
river, opposite Sortlack; a smaller village, Kloschenen, is on
the brink of the high right bank, 2000 paces below Friedland.

It was 6 p.m. on the 13th June when the head of
Bennigsen's army, under' Gallitzin, began to reach the
neighbourhood of Friedland. Lannes' cavalry had already
ejected from the town the few Bussian troops guarding the
magazines there, A French patrol was surrounded and
captured on the right bank of the river. Passing into Fried-
land, Gallitzin captured CO cavalry in it; beyond the town,
on the west, he found the French 9th Hussars, which he
forced back oa Lannes' corps at Domnau, taking post with
hip cavalry at Posthenen.

Kologribow detached small bodies to Wohnsdorf, Allen-
burg, and Wehlau, to watch the lower passages of the Alle,
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